
What You Should Know 
About DMRLs

2022 ATA e-Business Forum and S1000D User Forum



What Is a DMRL?

Data Management Lists

Data Management Requirement List
(Data Module Requirement List)

CSDB Status List



DMRL Highlights

Used to identify the required data modules for a project. 

Supports planning, training, production, and configuration control. 

Generated in parts or in a complete form.

Created at the start of a project and updated as needed throughout.

Contains all expected DMs and optional PMs and ICNs.



Why Are DMRLs Important?
Define the content scope of the project.

 Ensure all requirements are addressed.
 Establish a budget for conversion, development, and sustainment.
 Guarantee accurate communication of project details between stakeholders.

Verify SNS integrity.

Tech names should have a 1:1 relationship with SNS codes.

Reveal opportunities for DM reuse.

The same procedure that is used in two different contexts, i.e., a DMC 
clash, can be discovered during DMRL development.

Expose inconsistencies in a data plan to avoid sustainment problems.

Help identify references to an apparent single procedure that is actually multiple DMs.



Most projects elect to use Excel over the 
dml.xsd schema to document DMRLs.

dml Schema or Excel?

Excel is easier for 
most project 
stakeholders to read, 
coordinate, and edit.

Excel DMRLs can be 
easily converted to dml
schema DMs.



DMRL Requirements

Each DMRL entry 
must contain, at 
minimum, a data 
module code and 
a responsible 
partner company.

A best practice is to 
include other optional 
items, such as:
 Issue date, issue 

number, and in-work 
number

 Language
 Security classification

An Excel DMRL has the 
flexibility to include 
additional data:
 DM title (tech name –
information name)
 Schema type
 Applicability information
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Clashing Nomenclature/SNS
An SNS should have only one assigned tech name and 
a tech name should have only one SNS.

Incremented assembly codes are shown here for every DM instead of for each assembly.



Mixing Tech Names and Info Names
Tech names should not include content that is part of an 
information name (i.e., no verbs).

The techName “Coffee maker inspection” will result in a DM titled 
“Coffee maker inspection – Inspection.”
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Misuse of Disassembly Code
The DC can be used for purposes beyond further disassembly but should not be 
used where other DMC segments should be (e.g., when the DCV is a better use).



A single data module should contain one procedure or one topic.

Poor Granularity
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Reference Resolution
Conversion projects have unique issues because source data was not written with the DM concept in mind. 
Grouped content (e.g., multiple bleed air procedures) may have been referenceable in the source data format 
but is not directly referenceable in a DM environment. 

A solution may be to plan a data module with the sole function of grouping multiple DMs via references.



Excel Column Use

Excel columns should not be more granular than the 
DMC segments they contain.
This DMRL used a separate column for every DMC character, 
which is unnecessary and makes sorting and filtering difficult.
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Excel columns must be formatted as text, not numbers.

DMCs Are Codes, Not Numbers
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Best Practices

A high quality 
DMRL spreadsheet 

should include...

One row for each 
required data module

A column for every 
required data point

Zero clashing DMCs

A 1:1 relationship 
between tech names 

and SNS

Code columns formatted 
as text and not numbers

Consistently formatted 
cells

Helpful optional columns for
 Tech name
 Info name
 Issue information
 Schema type
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